
Title & Author Synopsis & Reviews

The 57 Bus by
Dashka Slater

nonfiction narrative
suggested age range: 14+

If it weren’t for the 57 bus, Sasha and Richard never would have met. Both were high
school students from Oakland, California, but they inhabited different worlds. A single
reckless act leaves Sasha severely burned, and Richard charged with hate crimes and
facing life imprisonment. The text includes a depiction of a violent crime, as well as some
discriminatory and adult language.

Learn more: Kirkus Review, NYT Review

Nevertheless, We
Persisted: 48 Voices
of Defiance, Strength,
and Courage
nonfiction
suggested age range: 14+

A powerful collection of essays from actors, activists, athletes, politicians, musicians,
writers, and teens, each writing about a time in their youth when they were held back
because of their race, gender, or sexual identity—but persisted. These personal
reflections address mature topics, such as sexual issues, racism, sexism, homophobia
and classism.

Learn more: Kirkus Review, School Library Journal Review

The New Jim Crow by
Michelle Alexander

nonfiction
suggested age range: 16+

Jim Crow laws were eliminated years ago, but a high percentage of African Americans are
warehoused in prisons or trapped in a parallel society, denied basic rights—including the
right to vote; the right to serve on juries; and the right to be free of legal discrimination in
employment, housing, access to education and public benefits. This text challenges all of
us to place mass incarceration at the forefront of the movement for racial justice.

Learn more: Kirkus Review, NYT Article

They Called Us Enemy
by George Takei

graphic memoir
suggested age range: 13+

Takei shares his firsthand account of life in Japanese Internment Camps, the joys and
terrors of growing up under legalized racism, his mother's hard choices, his father's faith in
democracy, and the way those experiences planted the seeds for his astonishing future.
This personal story of Japanese Internment camps includes discriminatory language.

Learn more:Kirkus Review, NPR Review

Uncomfortable
Conversations with a
Black Man by
Emmanuel Acho
nonfiction
suggested age range: 15+

Emmanual Acho takes on all the questions many white Americans are afraid to ask―yet
which all Americans need the answers to, now more than ever. With open-hearted
generosity, Acho explains the core of concepts as white privilege, the “N-word,” cultural
appropriation, and “reverse racism.” This candid discussion of race issues includes
discriminatory language.

Learn more: Kirkus Review

Watch Us Rise by
Renee Watson

fiction
suggested age range: 12+

Jasmine and Chelsea are on a mission--they're sick of the way women are treated at their
NYC high school, so they start a Women's Rights Club. They post their work online and
soon go viral. When things escalate, the principal shuts the club down. Jasmine and
Chelsea will risk everything for their voices to be heard. This compelling book also
includes the death of a parent.

Learn more: Kirkus Review

White Rose by Kip
Wilson

verse historical fiction
suggested age range: 13+

Disillusioned by the propaganda of Nazi Germany, Sophie Scholl formed the White Rose,
a group that wrote and distributed anonymous letters criticizing the Nazi regime and
calling for action from their fellow German citizens. This historical story of the Nazi
resistance group includes discriminatory language and the death of central characters.

Learn more: Kirkus Review

Students in Honors and Advanced Placement English will read and complete notes on an additional grade-level text.

9th Grade Honors: The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 11th Grade AP: The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck
10th Grade Honors: Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 12th Grade AP: Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift
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